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VI. 


Tue Boarp or AGRICULTURE. 


We understand on very good authority that al- 

though Prof. Brown has now been retired from the 
Directorship of the Veterinary Department of the 
Board of Agriculture for a month, neither Mr. Cope 
nor Mr. Duguid have been appointed to succeed him. 
During this month the veterinary staff of the depart- 
ment has been reduced to two men, who have be- 
tween them had to perform, not only all the duties 
imposed upon them for years past, but also those of 
the retired director. For this they have received no 
promotion and no extra pay. This gross negligence 
cannot be excused by the plea that Mr. Herbert 
Gardner has been suffering from influenza. In no 
other department would it be permitted. When Dr. 
Buchanan left the Local Government Board his place 
was taken next day by Dr. Thorn Thorn When Dr. 
Fleming retired from the Director-Generalship of the 
Army Veterinary Department, Colonel Lambert was 
waiting to take over the duties. 
_ This negligence has perhaps done little harm, but 
it is “tempting providence,” and running risks 
which no government department, having a proper 
sense of its responsibilities, would incur. 

Suppose at any time during the past month an 
outbreak of foot and mouth disease to have broken 
out—where are our professional advisers? Mr. Cope 
might have acted, but suppose at the same time 
necessity required the other inspector to attend at 
some such premises as Mr. Sanders Spencer’s. Just 
imagine the quandary! A Government veterinary 

inspector who spends half of every day in the week 
making post-mortem examinations of swine-fever 
would be sent, reeking with infection, to contaminate 
the finest herd of swine in the world. This post- 
uortem work renders Mr. Duguid incapable of being 
‘ent to any farm in England, and Mr. Cope is the 
“ other veterinary adviser at the Board of Agri- 
, ture. If the Board were an East End sweating 
they could not more perilously neglect the in- 

Tests they are supposed to protect. 

t the veterinary profession and the agriculturists 

tho be and insist upon knowing why this delay 
We have before suggested that 
manele ation might be that a post was being 
ment ‘or some layman who could draw the emolu- 
lity, a being competent to accept the responsi- 
haon—a desist? would be an insult to our pro- 
peti ation by a government department 
should be of ‘directing what measures 
ot disease én to eradicate and prevent the spread 
be disp ry animals. Our profession would 
its fitness to hold the position it has demonstrated 
ition nh whi a, and he relegated to a secondary 
correct a man ich it would be asked to assist and 
© Pay and ignorant of the subject whilst he drew 
eventuality “hoes all responsibility. In such an 
Would be for th only dignified position open to us 
© present inspectors to resign, and for 


the profession to stand aside and leave the depart- 
ment to deal with contagious diseases as best it could. 
The cost of stamping out swine fever will be 
enormous with the present regulations, whoever 
“ directs ’’ the measures. Without our aid the last 
pig in Britian will die before the disease disappears. 
We say this in no spirit of threat, but as a simple 
statement of fact which the agriculturist will soon 
appreciate. The difficulty is to make the truth of 
the position known. If we could succeed in doing 
this, the stock-owners of the kingdom would soon 
settle into whose hands their interests should be 
confided. The curse of place-hunting and political 
intrigue seems to overhang the Board of Agriculture 
and to dominate its appointments and arrangements. 

We desire to express our sympathy with Messrs. 
Cope and Duguid whose lips are necessarily closed 
but who must acutely feel the unjust position in 
which they have been placed by the negligence of the 
Board of Agriculture; and we are pleased to note 
that the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons at their recent quarterly meeting, strongly 
resented the way in which the profession is being 
ignored. 

Our greatest mistake lies in undervaluing our 
own strength. If we work together, and in every 
county approach the Member of Parliament for the 
district, make him clearly understand that our 
grievance is a public danger, and solicit his influence, 
we shall soon have justice done. Political jobbery 
and departmental incapacity only want public light 
thrown upon them to render their existence impossible. 


Markine at 


Some time since we expressed a strong opinion 
that it was just as easy and exact to mark the value 
of a written or oral examination, when not competi- 
tive, by words as by numbers. We said it was as 
easy and as correct to express the value by the words 
‘‘ very good” as by the figures “75” or by the word 
‘“‘ bad ’’ as by the number “ 25.” 

So long as ourexaminations were entirely oral this 
was true, but now we have a written and an oral 
examination. The examiners are instructed by the 
Council to consider the written and oral answers 
conjointly, and as the papers have to be read and 
assessed before the oral, it is necessary that the 
exact value should be put on each paper in such a 
way that it may be compared with the result of the 
oral before a final decision is arrived at. 

Suppose 25 out of a standard of a hundred were 
fixed as equivalent to “ bad.’’ One candidate might 
be marked at 24 and another 14 showing a wide 
difference of value ; but if words only were used both 
would be valued equally, and the examiner would be 


unable to guage the complement of marks in the oral 
each man would require to pass him. 

At last quarterly meeting of the Council it was 
unanimously decided to adopt marking by numbers 
in future. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 


ON THE IMPORTANCE OF VETERINARY 
MATERIA MEDICA, PHARMACOLOGY, AND 
THERAPEUTICS. 

By EK. Watxis Hoarg, F.R.C.V.S., Cork. 


The above subjects occupy a position second to 
none in the curriculum of the student of veterinary 
medicine, as regards practical utility. 

It is quite clear that in former times a proper 
amount of attention has not been paid to them, as 
we find that at least the first two were placed in the 
list for the first professional examination of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, such a course being 
evidently irrational, as, in order to understand the 
action of drugs thestudent must first become familiar 
with the principles of physiology. In the present 
time it seems that the subjects are included with 
those of horse and cattle pathology, and it is evident 
that sufficient time cannot be allotted to them, but 
under the synopsis of the new rules for examinations 
we see that a special place has been assigned to them, 
a change of great importance. 

These subjects can be viewed from two stand- 
points :—(1) a comprehensive knowledge of all, in- 
cluding the sources, preparations, characters, im- 
purities, chemical tests, etc., of all agents which are 
capable of being used in the treatment of disease, 
then the physiological action, followed by the medi- 
cinal uses and doses, and next the comprehensive 
study of therapeutics—general and special. (2) A 
knowledge of those facts which are of practical use to 
the student. 

For instance take any drug, say derived from the 
vegetable kingdom, we surely cannot expect a stu- 
dent to be familiar with its botanical characteristics ; 
with the methods of preparations of its tinctures, 
extracts, active principles, etc., then its impurities, 
with the tests for each, and many more minute de- 
tails of great importance, no doubt, to chemists and 
druggists. What the student really requires to know 
is—what the drug is derived from, then the prepara- 


_ tions in common use, including the active principles, 


the chemical and physiological incompatibles, and 
the doses for the different animals. 

Next the physiological actions of the drug on the 
various organs of the body, and its therapeutic actions 
founded on the former (that is whenever this is possi- 
ble) and the contra-indications to their use. There 
is no use in the student burdening his mind when he 
is reading up—say, for example, that important drug 
opium—with such minutie as in its extraction from 
the poppy, that certain shaped incisions are made 
towards sunset into the nearly ripened capsules, a Sew 
days after the fall of the petals, and when their blue- 
green colour is changing to a golden yellow. Or again 
he need not be expected to know the preparations of 
the long list of active principles of drugs which are 
now in use, or the minute botanical characters of the 
plants from which medicinal agents are obtained. 
What we really require in the education of the stu- 


dent in these subjects is a knowledge of facts which 
will be of use to him when he enters his professional 
career. 

It is evident that he cannot acquire this knowledge 
from the study of text books alone, he must spend g 
certain time in the veterinary pharmacy, and in 
clinical work, he must learn practically the dispen- 
sing of medicines, by which means he will become 
familiar with the appearance and characters of drugs, 
and their chemical incompatibles, and their doses, 
In clinical work he will note the effects of the various 
medicinal agents, in the different conditions of 
disease in the different species of patients, he will 
become familiar with the forms and methods of 
administration and the doses, and learn the in- 
dications and contra-indications of the medicinal 
agents. 

But here we. may remark that mere mechanical 
dispensing or administration will not be sufficient, 
nor will it give him proper education to prescribe one 
line of treatment in a case because it happened to 
benefit another case of a similar nature. He must 
carefully reason out the manner in which each drug 
is expected to bring about a normal condition of the 
patient, and carefully watch its effects, and compare 
these with what he reads in his text books. Materia 
medica and pharmacology are simply subjects then- 
selves of little value unless applied in the study of the 
science of therapeutics ; this application can only be 
brought about by practical work and observation. 
We can all appreciate the difference between a stu- 
dent who has spent some time in a good practice, 
where he has learnt to think for himself, and where 
responsibility has occasionally been placed upon him 
in the way of prescribing treatment etc., and one 
who has only attended college education. 

We have seen it stated that the student who has 
had practical experience does not so readily submit 
to college education, that he begins to form opimions 
of his own, etc.; in some rare cases this may be 80, 
but if a student be of the right sort he will learn 
observe correctly, whether it be with the practitioner 
or at the College, and aS we must admit that neither 
the one nor the other are ever imfallible, 80 
cannot expect students to defer thinking for them 
selves until they are launched in professional life. 

It will easily be seen that the subject of therapet 
ties is a very extensive one, embracing as it = 
large list of medicinal agents and lines of treatmel 
which we employ in our efforts to combat disease es 
procure as speedy a restoration to a normal stale * 
possible. So far as the practice of veterinary ™ ; 
cine is concerned, we must regard the subject a6 : 
most important ia-connection with it. For 
we have the causation of disease, the pathology ° ’ 
the symptoms, the post-mortem appearances, ¢ as 
consider, but after all these are but stepping". 
to the desired result, that is the treatment pongo 
be most likely to bring back the patient to a a 
state of health as possible. Pathology, — this; 
ete., by themselves will not enable us 
clinical experience, which alone can ena as the 
observe important symptoms, we must re these will 
essential features in rational therapeutics, ai 


whenever possible lead us to a correct diagnos's, 
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if this diagnosis be impossible then our efforts must 
be directed to an alleviation of the symptoms. 

After all we must admit that the most successful 
men in practice are not always the most learned 
pathologists. To our clients it is really immaterial 
whether we are capable of describing the minute 
changes induced by disease, or of mounting micro- 
scopic specimens. What they require is to have 
their animals—that is in the case of horses or cattle 
—restored to a state of usefulness if possible, or if 
otherwise there is no use in further treatment. We 
must look upon pathologists as specialists in a certain 
degree ; we practitioners have our hands full in daily 
clinical work, we fully recognise the efforts of those 
engaged in pathological work, and appreciate the help 
which they from time to time are able to afford us 
in our efforts to give satisfaction to our clients, and 
to earn our living thereby. 

In conclusion we may state that the teachings of 
experience and the teachings of failure are two condi- 
tions which can never be ignored in the science of 
therapeutics. 


A “CRUELTY.” CASE. 


It will be remembered that in November last Mr. 
Sheil, a magistrate for Westminster, sentenced a 
man named Taylor to fourteen days hard labour for 
causing to be worked a horse which, after a personal 
examination, he considered ‘‘ old and worn out.” He 
declined to hear a professional witness for the defence, 
and remarked that ‘‘he would not believe the whole 
College of Veterinary Surgeons if they came before 
him.” Mr. Sheil when he was younger used to ride 


| ‘ohounds, and on the strength of this experience 


considers his judgement of lameness, and probably of 
disease in horses, to be more than equal to that of 
any member of the veterinary profession. He decides 
Regine cases by looking at them, and the mistakes 
ie makes do not trouble him although they are 
ae to his victims. Any expostulation by the 
‘olleitor for the defence is met with a curt “‘ you can 
= As this means on the average a cost of £60 
7 *w men care to do so, especially as they have to 
cirown costs even when they are successful. In 
ds or's case, the conviction produced such a decided 
rup and appealed. Below i 
condensed report of the 
Taylor, cab proprietor, appealed against 
hard labour. § 7 r. Sheil, and a sentence of 14 days’ 
Gill was for th causing a horse to be illtreated. Mr. 
of the § € appellant. Mr. Colam appeared on 
Animals in cas A for the prevention of Cruelty to 
seemed that pport of the magistrate’s decision. It 
belongin rm — the evening of November 10 a cab 
an officer of th ® appellant was stopped in the street by 
Which was deen was being drawn by a horse 
stiff all over ling being lame in both fore-legs and 
that it was suff Xpert witnesses were called, who said 
inflammation ep from ringbone, causing pain aud 
“4 allo ing tamed appellant had been fined before 
he Imitted that to when not fit. 
on hig “ athe! e horse was being worked, 
r of veterinary surgeons were 


called, all of whom agreed that the horse was not suffering 
from ringbone, and was in good condition and yuite fit 
for work. They said it had a peculiar shambling gait, 
which gave it the appearance of being stiff, and that the 
lameness seen when the horse was stopped was only 
temporary, and was caused by its knocking one hoof 
against the other when a little tired. The Justices 
affirmed the conviction, with costs, but commuted the 
penalty to a fine of 40s. 


This decision astonished everyone in Court, and 
none more than the prosecution. The general opinion 
was that the Judge was over-ruled by the unpaid 
J.P.’s who sat beside him on the Bench, and that 
they considered the conviction just because the horse 
was distinctly lame when stopped. 

A witness called by the prosecution was the keeper 
of the green yard where the horse was taken to and 
kept all night. He swore that the horse came in 
dead lame but in the morning went out practically 
sound. 

For a temporary lameness of this kind the owner, 
who did not see the horse go out, cannot fairly be 
held responsible. The driver may be, but Mr. Sheil 
discharged him at the hearing in the police court, so 
Taylor has been put to an expense of £60 and nar- 
rowly escaped imprisonment because his horse hit his 
fetlock at work, and because a police magistrate is 
unable to tell defective action from lameness, and 
too conceited to be corrected by experts. In London 
keeping horses is an expensive business and a very 
dangerous one. It is no use a horse-owner trusting 
to a veterinary surgeon for guidance as to the fitness 
of a horse for work. He may have the opinion of 
half-a-dozen leading veterinarians in his pocket and 
yet be sent to prison if Mr. Sheil differs in opinion 
with the experts. The only safety seems to lie in 
taking all doubtful horses in the district to the West- 
minster Police Court and obtaining the opinion of 
Mr. Sheil before working them. Possibly that gen- 
tleman would decline togive an opinion unless he had 
the power to fine or imprison. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The twentieth meeting of this Association was held at 
the Red Lion Hotel, Truro, on Thursday, Nov. 16th., 
the President, Mr. Thos. Olver, occupying the, chair. 
The members present were: Messrs. P. G. Bond, Ply- 
mouth; J. A. Collings, J. P. Heath, W. B. Nelder, 
Exeter; G. H. Elder, Taunton; F. T. Harvey, St. 
Columb; A. E. Michell, St. Austell; A. H. Oliver, 
Devonport; W. Penhale, Barnstaple; E. R. Smythe, 
Falmouth; and the Secretary, Plymouth. The visitors 
were: Messrs. F. Clunes, St. Austell; J. A. Collings, 
Junr., Exeter ; and Young, Truro. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Letters and telegrams apologising for non-attendance 
were received from Prof. Penberthy, and Messrs. W. 
Arnall, S. Burton, C. C. Hoadley, W. Langdon, W. Peu- 
hale, Holsworthy; F. E. Place, W. Ridgman and 
W. Roach. 


A letter was read from Prof. Pritchard regretting his 
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inability to attend the meeting, and apologising to the 
Association for the loss of the report of his lecture at 
the last meeting, which had been forwarded to him for 
correction ; and which he had mislaid, and subsequently 
been unable to find. 

The Secretary said that this letter at once explained 
itself, and the reason of the non-appearance of any re- 
se of their last meeting in the professional periodicals. 

rof. Pritchard had requested that the report referred to 
should be sent to him for correction before publication ; 
and his request was complied with. He omg secretary) 
waited—perhaps somewhat impatiently—for the return 
of the notes, but they had not come back, nor in fact 
had any reply to his letters on the subject, until that 
which had just been read. He felt that this explanation 
was due both to the gentlemen who had so persistently 
asked for the report and to himself. 


New Members. 


Messrs. F. Clunes, of St. Austell, A. Gill, of Bodmin, 
and C. Howard, of Exmouth, were unanimously elected 
members of the Association. 

The PrEsipEnT called the members’ attention to a bill 
(produced) for the treatment of a case of simple colic by 
an unqualified and unregistered man, the patient being 
away from home. The owner—one of his clients—had 
consulted him (the President) in regard to the account— 
which certainly was unique—and he had advised him to 
refuse payment. 

After perusing the document, the meeting was unani- 
mous in supporting the President’s views. 


A copy is appended :— 
1893. 
Mr.——_—— peranwell. 
To———— Camborne. 
£s. 
Nov. 2nd 3 Drenches to Bey mare 09 0 
Dito 6 Fever balls to dito 0 6 0 
Dito Blister sides _ dito 0 2 0 
Dito Ejections to dito 03 0 
Dito 3thd. 2 Balls to dito 0 2 0 
Attendance to dito 010 0 


\ 


Norice or Morton. 


The Hon. SecrETARY gave notice that at the next 
meeting he would move an alteration in bye-law 8, 
wherein he proposed that the Society should hold three 
meetings during the year instead of two. 


Morsiw SPECIMENS, ETC. 


Mr. Neuprer showed the bladder of a horse, having 
two lateral appendices, strongly resembling the horns of 
the uterus. ‘There were three distinct openings out of 
the organ, but he was unable to say where these became 
one common urethra, as the knacker had mutilated the 
specimen before its peculiarity was observed. The 
animal had never shewn any symptoms of trouble in his 
urinary organs. 

Mr. MicwHe.x recorded an uncommon case of parturi- 
tion in a cow, in which the first calf of twins was born 
at five months, the second at full time. 

Messrs. NetpeR and were thanked for 
their communications. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. THos. OLver. 


GENTLEMEN—lI believe it is the usual custom that the 
President should deliver an inagural address on his taking 
office, but | hope you will excuse me from so doing to any 
extent on this occasion, because I feel snre that our time 


‘social position, or what the world says 


will be more practically and very much better occupiej 
in listening to the remarks that will fall from our frien4 
who has been govd enough to prepare a paper on “ Some 
Diseases of the ‘Horse’s Feet,” and to the discussio 
which I hope will follow. I must first thank you for the 
compliment you have paid me by electing me as your 
president for the second time, but I am not going tp 
follow that which now seems to be usual, of telling yo 
how many men there are so much more capable thay 
myself of filling the post, because I am quite sure that 
you are aware of this. But I certainly should not hay 
accepted the position again, if you had not promised to 
hold this meeting in Truro, for although it is pretty 
much one end of the world, and probably some of you 
would say almost out of it, still i think it is only fair to 
us who unfortunately live in these remote parts, that 
you should come among us now and then, and I person. 
ally thank those of you who have come so far, at cov- 

siderable loss of time and some expense, but I must 
remind you that the same thing applies tothe very few 

of us who attend the meetings when held in Exeter, | 

have been to the larger number of these meetings, some- 

times at considerable inconvenience, still I have never 

regretted it, because I think it does us all good to meet 

together occasionally, and we certainly can glean some 

valuable information from each other. [ also think the 

social element is of great advantage, because [ hope it 

tends to do away wfth some of the little petty jealousies 

which I fear sometimes exist. 

Well gentlemen it is a very long time since I becames 
member of this profession, since then great changes, and 
I have no doubt many improvements, have been made, 
especially at the schools, and if the coming men are not 
an improvement on us of the older school, (considering 
the many advantages that they now have) I think they 
ought to be, and am inclined to hope that many of thea 
are. [should suppose that it is impossible for a 
uneducated man to get into the profession now, and no 
one approves of this more than myself, but I am iuclined 
to doubt if we always fully consider the meaning of the 
word education. Many people appear to think that 
education simply means, what is to be got out of books, 
this in my opinion is altogether a mistake. I strongly 
approve of scientific knowledge, in fact we should b 
quite unfit for our occupation unless we attained it, but 
I say don’t forget also to be practical. I doubt vey 
much if a man is fit toyprgctice as a veterinary surge? 
until he has had an onsdieiaie of improving his edacs- 
tion, by seeing and doing such work as occurs in evély 
day practice, consequently I am of opinion that . 
student should be admitted into the profession until he 
has seen and done some practice outside his college. 
feel there are great difficulties even in this, because ™ * 
young man should unfortunately go with a ogee 
who does very little practice, and dces that little rr 
he would have wasted his time and probably ee “ 
habits. I am very fond of my profession, and dou'tk . 
of anything more noble than to be able to relieve 
suffering of dumb animals. : ‘tion 
We sometimes hear a growl about our social pos! a. 
it seems to me this very much depends on a 
individually, we all have unpleasant and difficu in 
to perform, no man on earth can possidly pleas? every’: 


is 
and perhaps it is quite right that it should be * - 7 
said that even an angel could not do this. A sol 


all blessed with the same amount of ability, i than 
that some men can see farther through 4 ee trath 
others, and doubtless there is a large amount rably, © 
underlying the metaphor, but if we act ogni 

what we deem to be right, and conduct OM | ior 


r muc 
gentlemen, I don’t think we need fea about us. 
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Mr. Cottines moved a vote of thanks to the President 
for his pithy address. He commended its brevity, but 
atthe same time would like to hear the speaker at 
greater length while he continued in such a delightful 
strain. Coming to the new educational methods he 
deprecated the four years’ course, on the ground of the 
expense incurred, for too frequently it would be found 
that the fees obtained subsequently, would not ad- 
equately repay the original outlay. He strongly advo- 
cated pupilage with practitioners of acknowledged ability ; 
for the knowledge and aptitude which young men gained 
when brought into contact with cases in the country, 
could never be obtained inside the walls of a college. 

The vote was seconded and carried amid applause. 


LAMINITIS AND SIDEBONE, 
MORE ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO TREATMENT. 
W. B. Nexper, F.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen, when our courteous and 
genial Secretary honored me by an invitation to prepare 
a subject for your discussion, it was with considerable 
diffidence that I acceded to his request; for I am fully 
conscious of the high scientific attainments possessed by 
the gentlemen who have on former occasions contributed 
papers for this Society, and my total inability to reach 
the recognised standard of proficiency. In selecting a 
subject for consideration I have adopted that which you 
will all agree with me, is of the greatest importance to 
us as veterinary surgeons, viz., Laminitis and Sidebone. 
It is not my intention to weary you with a long essay, 
and time will not permit of my entering into detail with 
auy of the affections of the horse’s foot, my object being 
principally to create a discussion on these subjects, which 
will prove mutually beneficial to us as practical men. I 
have no new material to offer you, the same ground 
having been traversed on many occasions by former 
writers; one in particuler whose name we all honor and 
respect as having accomplished much for the advance- 
ment of the profession generally, but more especially 
regarding the diseases of which I am about to treat. 


LAMINITIS. 


As you are probably aware, the sensitive foot of the 
horse, alternately sinks and rises within the horny box 
every time the weight is thrown upon or taken off the 
limb, The descent or ascent is probably one-eighth to 
Paneer wre of an inch, and at each movement blood is 
— through the vessels more rapidly than before. 

“n vessels of the laminze are capable of considerable 
physiological congestion, this congestion is relieved by 
a exerted on the vessels by the weight of the 
re The laminz support the horse’s weight, the 
very ou them is considerable, so much so that they 
a yield to the constant tension to which they are 

om when on transit—as on board ship. 

bet a run in a downward and forward direction, 
rnd —_ © not all support the horse’s weight in the 
rn oe. The weight of the body is supported at 
part of the foot by straight lamina, at the 
the ea the foot by oblique layers of laminz, and at 
laming which are almost horizontal. There- 
ri © toe the weight is imposed on the length of 
0 the ae at the heels it is supported as it were 

ae of the structure, the work which one 
a4 4 the toe is shared by twenty at the heels. 
portion ot suffers from laminitis the anterior 
palaies ace foot is more particularly affected, the 
volved - Psat and heels are never, or rarely, in- 
exciting cause being the extra strain im- 


on em 
‘trangement, consequent on their position and 


caused by a poison contained in or produced by the 
nitrogenous matter, whilst undergoing digestion and 
assimilation. Laminitis supervening on retention of 
placenta in mares, or mammitis in cows, is due to absorp- 
tion of septic material into the blood. 

There can be no doubt that we meet with in practice 
acute and sub-acute laminitis; either of these may be- 
come chronic. Chronic laminitis following on an attack 
of the acute form is generally associated with structural 
changes in the foot, such as descent of the pedal bone, 
whereas the chronic form of the sub-acute variety is not 
so associated. Sub-acute laminitis is generally witnessed 
in animals with flat feet and low heels, and might well 
be termed permanent congestion of the lamine, for this 
I believe to be the pathological condition, the symptoms 
are never so urgent as in the acute form, but I am of 
opinion that the affection is almost as intractable as 
navicular disease. Once permanent dilatation of the 
vessels of the laminz occurs, it is very seldom that they 
ever again regain their normal condition. :; 

The treatment for such cases should be steady regular 
work, bar shoes and cold applications to the feet. In 
dealing with acute laminitis venesection conjoined with 
the administration of physic, I consider are attended 
with the best results. The abstraction of blood from the 
jugular is, in my opinion, most advantageous; on no 
account should it be taken from the toe. Untoward 
results frequently follow this practice. Gentle purgatives 
should be given in the early stages. I believe violent 
cathartics are injurious, and occasionally cause death 
from super-purgation or pneumonia. In addition, the 
exhibition of such febrifuges as aconite are beneficial If 
the pain be very severe a hypodermic injection of 
morphia frequently allays it, and in some instances is 
followed by a reduction of the fever. Removing the 
shoes, and the application of hot poultices to the feet 
should be accomplished. 

1 must admit I cannot agree with Mr. Broad’s treat- 
ment, I believe far better results would follow the 
omission of exercise in the early stages. 

The next treatment to which I will direct your atten- 
tion is the operative, suggested by Professor Smith. The 
pain in laminitis is the result of the extreme tension 
inside the foot, due to tumefaction of the sensitive 
lamin within a practically unyielding structure. Con- 
sequent on this swelling and upon inflammatory changes, 
separation of the laminz occurs, and the weight of the 
horse with other mechanical factors, conduces to the 
descent of the pedal bone. We know of course that it 
is not every case of acute laminitis which so terminates ; 
some yield most perfectly to the former treatment, but a 
proportion do not. When the third or fourth day 
elapses without any perceptible improvement in the con- 
dition of the patient, we may take it for granted that 
structural changes are almost certain to occur. No time 
is now to be lost in reducing the tension in order to 
prevent further separation, and give exit to the inflam- 
matory products. For this purpose Professor Smith’s 
treatment is the best, and consists of completly dividing 
the horny wall in three places, until the sensitive 
laminz are reached. One vertical incision should ex- 
tend from the coronet to the toe, and one in each 
quarter to the ground surface of foot, and isolating a 
portion of wall two inches on either side of a central 
line drawn at the toe. The portion of the wall thus 
divided is separated from its connection with the sole, 
until the sensitive parts are reached; these may be 
exposed sufficiently to allow fluid to drain off if any has 
accumulated. The wall is not sufficiently liberated 
unless it can be freely moved inwards and outwards with 
the fingers. The most difficult part to divide is near the 
coronet, this must be accomplished by a succession of 
downward movements with the point of the saw. 


tis induced by dietetic errors is probably 


Relief is almost immediate, the animal walking away 
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after being released in some cases nearly sound. Shoes 
in my opinion should be applied at once, but in either 
case the isolated portion of wall, is relieved from any 
ground pressure by lowering it with a knife or rasp, 
until it is above the general level of the foot. The 
patient is best operated upon whilst down, cast in the 
ordin way with hobbles. Unless the saw is very 
sharp the operation takes a long time, but I usually rasp 
the wall very thin where I intend to make the incisions, 
thus saving a great deal of time and labour. If the 
operation be performed early I feel certain we should see 
very few dropped soles, and get more recoveries in less 
time, than would follow from any other method of treat- 
ment, When the patient is convalescent the incisions 
should be filled in with wax or hard soap. The breach 
in the continuity of the wall is repaired by an exudate 
from the laminz, previous to the growth from the 
coronary band, and I have frequently been compelled 
to repeat the operation 3 or 4 days subsequently. I have 
now operated on more than a dozen cases, and am 
perfectly satisfied that this is the only way to deal with 
these severe forms of laminitis, as a means to prevent 
dropped sole. AndI am convinced if it were generally 
adopted throughout the country, pumiced feet would be 
few and far between. One of my patients had the disease 
in all the feet, and to test the operation, I incised the 
fore ones only. As I anticipated, the penal bone 
descended in the hind feet, whereas the fore made a 
perfect recovery. 
SIDEBONE., 

I will conclude my paper by briefly alluding to that 
disease of the horse’s foot known as sidebone. This is 
generally admitted to be the great curse of the English- 
bred cart horse, more animals probably being rejected 
for this particular unsoundness than any other. 

The lateral cartilages are two thin plates of fibro-carti- 

lage, of an irregularly quadrangular form, surrounding the 
wings of the os pedis, which in virtue of their elasticity 
assist the sensitive frog and soft structures of the foot in 
regaining their natural position after being pressed up- 
wards and outwards by the weight of the animal. The 
external face is convex, and pierced with openings for 
the passage of veins; it slightly overhangs that of the 
pedal bones. The internal face is concave, channeled by 
vascular furrows, and covers, in front, the pedal articula- 
tion; below and behind it is united to the plantar 
cushion, either through continuity of tissue, as at the 
inferior border, or by fibrous bands passing from one to 
the other. The upper border sometimes convex, is thin 
and bevelled, like a shell; it is separated from the 
posterior margin by an obtuse angie, in front of which 
this border is often broken by a deep notch that gives 
passage to the vessels and nerves of the digital portion. 
The inferior border is attached in front to the basilar 
and retrossal processes ; behind the latter it is reflected 
inwards, to become continuous with the tissue on the 
lower face of the plantar cushion. The posterior border 
is oblique from before to behind, and above to below, 
and joins the preceding two. The anterior border is 
oblique in the same direction, and is united so intimately 
with the anterior lateral ligament of the pedal articula- 
tion, that it cannot be separated from it except by eare- 
ful dissection. 

The causes of this disease are not altogether difficult 
of explanation. I am fully pursuaded that hereditary 
er is an important factor in its production 

or I have detected well-developed sidebones in compara. 

tively young horses, before even they have been put to 
road work, and on tracing their pedigrees I have dis- 
covered the same affection existing in the dams. The 
excessively high calkins used in shoeing deprives the 
natural buffer of the foot of its physiological function ; 
the weight of the body fa'ls on the portion of the foot 
not specially adapted to receive it, probably the circula- 


tion becomes defective, and as a result a diseased degen. 


erated condition of the lateral cartilages frequently 


ensues. Great stress has been laid by some practitioners 
on mechanical injuries inflicted by treads as a cause of 
sidebone ; I have no doubt that the affection is occasion. 
ally produced in this manner, but in a very small minority 
of instances. 

Why a calcified lateral cartilage should produce lame. 
ness was not satisfactorily explained until Prof. Smith 
came to the rescue. He advanced the theory that the 
pain was due to compression of the sensitive lamine 
between the unyielding and often contracted wall of the 
foot on the one hand, and the enlarged and calcified carti- 
lage on the other ; and the success of the remedy sugges- 
ted for the relief of this condition, verifies the correct- 
ness of his views. The treatment usually adopted, such 
as firing and blistering, has not yielded very satisfactory 
results with me. Benefit will occasionally follow the 
the application of a bar shoe if the pressure be removed 
from the region of the disease. 


OPERATIVE TREATMENT. 


As soon as 1 am satisfied that I have a case of lame- 
ness due to sidebone, I prepare to relieve the sensitive 
laminz from pressure and to increase the size of the foot, 
for the accomodation of the gradually enlarging cartilage. 
The following is the procedure: Determine the anterior 
limit of calcified cartilage while the foot is on the ground, 
from this point draw a vertical liue to the ground sur- 
face, so as to cut the fibres in a cross direction; the 
object of this is to secure as much of the wall as possible 
for the application of the shoes. The posterior extremity 
of the cartilage should then be ascertained, and a line 
drawu parallel with the fibres to terminate in the wall, 
just in front of the inflection of the heel; between the 
anterior and posterior lines four or five others may be 
made running in the direction of the fibres, so as to 
further release the wall. Sometimes it is necessary tu 
cast the animal, otbers stand without any restraint. The 
shoe being removed, and with a sharp saw kept oiled 
the wall is incised until the sensitive structures are 
reached. With a fine searcher the wall is separated from 
the sole by a narrow groove between the anterior and 
posterior incissions, until blood is detected. A bar shoe 
is now applied, and the bearing taken off the loosened 
wall, which should easily spring under pressure of the 
thumb ; if it does not so yield the incissions are either 
too shallow or not long enogfgh, and the operation will 
surely fail. To prevent foreign meterial getting 10, the 
fissures must be filled up with wax or hard soap_ before 
the patient is put to work. About a fortnight subse- 
quent to the operation it may be necessary to deeper the 
incisions, to prevent their being obliterated by an exudate 
from the underlying structures. One of the essent ; 
details of the treatment isto keep the patient either a 
work or exercise. For a day or two after the — 
the lameness may appear more marked, but this is on ~d 
temporary, and what may be expected. Later it may : 
observed that the coronet is gradually bulging over 
sidebone, and the wall will grow down with this deformity, 
which may be accepted as a most satisfactory ae 
The extent of the expansion may be known by oye the 
ment, both before and a week or two su bsequent “ a 
operation. I have lately heard of a case where et - 
enlarged no less than two inches four weeks after 
had been incised, and the horse went sound. sea in 

This operation must not be expected to suco lame- 

this 

every case, for we know that many forms 0 P 

ness are complicated by other changes 10 the . echani 
posits on the plantar surface of the pedal —— of the 
cal inierference with the structures in the cen and iD 
foot etc. are unrelieved by external operatio®, sion of 
fact are only alleviated by the entire depr! 
sensation by the operation of neurotomy. 
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Gentiemen, | thank you for according me such an 
attentive hearing. I must apologise for having advanced 
nothing original, my paper was written merely to verify 
and corroborate the observations and deductions of Prof. 
Smith, and to induce those practitioners who have not 
yet given his operations a trial to do so when the first 
favourable opportunity presents itself. I hope you will 
now honour me by well criticising my remarks. (Ap- 
plause). 


Discussion. 


The Prestpent :—Mr. Nelder has given us a very 
valuable paper; the subject matter is pregnant with 
interest, and I trust, gentlemen, that you will discuss it 
to the extent which it deserves. 

Mr. PENHALE congratulated the essayist very heartily 
upon his paper, it was at once both scientific and practi- 
cal. Iu regard to laminitis, perhaps in one or two 
matters of detail, he was not quite at one with the 
speaker. The first was that of purgatives. He had 
eschewed the use of these for a considerable time and 
had never had reason to regret having done so. As they 
all knew, purgation in itself was a common cause of the 
disease, and he had frequently found that medicinal 
purgation intensified it. 

Prof. Smith’s operation commended itself to them 
equally on scientific grounds, and on bare natural laws. 
Its only deterrent was the time taken, and it must be 
admitted, the occasional difficulty in operating. 

Reverting to the causes of laminitis, he had found that 
the giving of gruel—either flour or oatmeal—to hunters, 
to be one of the most frequent producers of this affection 
with which he was acquainted. The case of one Hunt in 
particular occurred to him at that moment. Gruel, on 
the road, or between the runs, was the rule ; laminitis 
was rife. The gruel was stopped, and the affection at 
once dropped to its normal position. 

When he came to 'sidebcne and its treatment, he was 
entirely in accord with the essayist. He had performed 
the Smith operation upon twenty or thirty horses 
suffering from sidebone with almost unvarying success. 
(Applause). 

Mr. Harvey wished to endorse the view adopted by 
Mr. Nelder, viz., that when food was concerned, the 
toxines producing the .disease were invariably contained 

in the nitrogenous products. He would like to call their 
attention to the alteration, or modification, which Prof. 
Smith had made in his sidebone operation, and which 
Was equally applicable to that for laminitis. This modi- 
tation consisted in sawing through the walljhorizontally 
. the level of the lowest portion of the sensitive foot ; 
ustead of cutting through the sole at its junction with 
: wall. By this means all the full benefits of the 
peration were obtained, while the sole remained intact. 
dain of these operations he advocated first the use | 
and next the adoption in so far as was | 

of the Listerian methods. (Applause). 
niles ~ a have very little to add to this dis- 

: “a, a Wo points which I wish to make are these. 
patients will frequently stand persistent- 

forty-eight hee, cast my patient if he continues to stand 
matinee aoa and one rarely finds that a horse 
Mactitionens time. A large number of 
tfection. Theres e in the treatment of this 
in which I allow ‘aa only one complication of laminitis 
slung, Di is to be admissible, viz., congestion 
down, ic. that gg I find that my patient cannot lie 
two oF three € is distressed in so doing, I abstract 
quarts of blood, and then with most bene- 

Applause). 
Nelder ete “ys he felt personally indebted to Mr. 
"ews, He (Mr c Way in which he had expounded his 
- Collings) well remembered the occasion 


acknowledge —of Mr. Broad’s giving the predecessor of 
the presept society, a paper on this same subject of 
laminitis. The methods--rocking shoes and exercise— 
were then new ; since that time the use of Broad’s shoe 
had become so general that at present few smiths did not 
understand what was meant by “rockers ;’’ and he con- 
fessed to a liking for this treatment—in conjunction with 
sedatives and febrifuges still. At the same time we 
must progress with the march of intellect, and he hailed 
with delight any new departure, by means of which 
treatment became more active and more thoroughly 
beneficial. (Applause). 

Mr. Exper did not wish to moralise, but it had fre- 
quently struck him how much fashion had to do with 
the treatment of disease. Take the case of aconite as an 
instance ; at one time aconite was lauded to the skies as 
a panacea for almost every ill to which horse flesh was 
heir—laminitis among these ills. He found that aconite 
was of great benefit in laminitis, although the fashion of 
its exhibition in this affection was very decidedly on the 
wane. He did not purge, he did not bleed. Poultices 
and aconite, with forcing the patient to lie down and, 
of coarse, with all the minutiz of good nursing, 
frequently brought about wonderful results. He was a 
believer too in Smith’s operation. He had also per- 
formed this operation in cases of sidebone, but he must 
admit with varying success. (Applause.) 

Mr. Buioye said that while they had the material for 
the production of such papers as that which they were 
now discussing, we had no fear for the result of his pro- 
posed motion for three meetings a year instead of two. 
The essay was teeming with good things, and was certainly 
equal to rank with the best of the many good ones which 
the Society had heard. Two or three speakers had de- 
precated bleeding in the treatment of laminitis. He on 
the contrary—if he got his patient early in the attack— 
was very whole-hearted in regard to this method. At 
one time he was perhaps as antagonistic to phlebotomy 
in this affection as anybody present, but for some years 
now he had seen such good results from its adoptiou— 
he had only had two cases of dropped sole since—that he 
begged the sceptics to give it another trial. Be it under- 
stood that he referred to jugular bleeding only, and that 
early, for he had found local bleeding absolutely worth- 
less, or worse. Mr. Colling’s had referred to Broad’s 
treatment and shoes. He (the speaker) found that 
Broad’s shoes minus the exercise, were a valuable 
accessory to the comfort of the animal, by enabling him 
to relieve the great pressure at his toes. With the 
essayist, he thought that for cases which were not well 
on the road to recovery in forty-eight hours, Captain 
Smith’s operation was the best means of treatment which 
had yet been produced. At this stage of the disease it 
certainly was the surest preventive of dropped sole, and 
he felt sure that the profession as a body was grateful to 
Capt. Smith for his invention. Jf they would permit 
him he would caution members never to allow too longa 
time to elapse before operating. In one case he had per- 
formed the operation on a horse which had been ill for 
a week, and with this result, in one of the hind feet the 
isolated portions of horn sloughed off completely. Com- 
ing to the sidebone operation he had perhaps been un- 
fortunate in the’ selection of his cases. As the result of 
four operations, in no one instance could he say that the 
lameness was actually cured. In one of these cases the 
circumference of the hoof at the coronet had increased 
to the extent of an inch and three-quarters, so that he 
could only suppose that some of the frequent complica- 
tions of sidebone must have existed in these unfortunate 
animals. These failures had induced him to look upon 
the operation with some doubt, but with such reliable 
evidence as to its efficacy he felt bound to try it 
again. 


“ny years ago, more perhaps than he cared to 


Mr. Bonp thought that veterinary surgeons generally 
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were too much in the habit of considering the disease 
mainly under discussion as laminitis proper. He was of 
opinion that almost invariably it was congestion only— 
that true inflammation of the lamine did sometimes 
exist was possibly true, but it was an extremely rare 
condition. For treatment, in addition to the ordinary 
remedies which had been advocated, he was a strong 
supporter of bleeding ; the benefits which accrued from 
its early adoption—and this in no way clashed with opera- 
tive interferance later on, should such be necessary—he 
considered to be unequalled by any other method. 
(Applause). 

Mr. OxiveR would not detain the meeting longer than 
to record his vote in favour of bleeding. His friend— 
one of the gory advocates present—had some time ago 
induced him to give the method atrial, and as a result 
he could if necessay detail a long list of successful 
cases, brought round quickly by—he believed—this 
means. 

Mr. NEvpeRr having replied to the discussion, votes of 
thanks to the President for his conduct in the chair, and 
to the Essayist for his paper brought the meeting to a 
close. 

The members subsequently dined together. After 
dinner several gentlemen, headed by the President, 
contributed songs, an innovation which was much 


enjoyed, 
W. H. Buoyeg, Hon. Sec. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the above Association was held in the 
College on Wednesday, January 17th, at 6.30 p.m. 
Amongst those present were Mr. Dowell in the chair, 
Prof. Hobday, Messrs. Easte, Cordy, Bruce, Stephens, 
and 50 members. 

Mr, Clapp exhibi‘ed the bones of a horse’s knee which 
had suffered from arthritis. Mr. Wooff, M.R.C.V.S., 
then read an essay on “ Some diseases of the horse’s 
foot amenable to treatment.” The paper was a most 
interesting and instructive one, and the essayist when 
describing the various operations performed in different 
cases of foot lameness exhibited several prepared feet 
illustrating his remarks. At the close of the essay a 
good discussion arose, principally in regard to canker 
and its treatment, the following gentlemen taking part : 
Prof. Hobday, Messrs. Stephens, Cordy, Foreman, 
Brownrigg, Clapp, Fyrth, Low, Coley, Bowker, Balden 
and Jarvis. 

The meeting then terminated with a very hearty vote 
of thanks to the essayist and chairman. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extracts from London Gazette, dated 16th and 19th 
January 1894. 


Veterinary-Lieutenant John Finlayson io be 
Veterinary-Captain. Dated 12th January 1894. 

[st SHROPSHIRE AND STAFFORDSHIRE ARTILLERY 
VotuntEERs :—Joseph William Coe, Gent., to be 
Veterinary-Lieutenant, Dated 20th January, 1894. 


During the past year 2,514,441 carcases of frozen sh 
and lambs and 171,640 quarters and pieces of beef mi 2 
from New Zealand and Australia, 

.723 shee m the River Plate and 
the Falkland Islands. 


PROFESSOR AXE TESTIMONIAL FUND. 
Szconp List or ContTRIBUTIONS. 


Dear Str, 

I shall esteem it a favour if you will publish the 
enclosed further list of contributions, and at the same 
time allow me to say that as the committee will doubt- 
less meet very shortly I shall be glad to hear from mem- 
bers of the profession who desire to have their names 
added to the list. 

Faithfully yours, 
Jas. F. Stimpson, Hon. Treas. 


£s. d. £ad 

Amounts acknow- Russell, Captain 1 1 0 
ledged in first list73 10 0 | Woodger, e 110 
Raymond, Capt. 1 1 0O | Hickes, R. 010 6 
Wild, Prof. 1 1 O| Batt, 'f. G. 220 
Williams, Prof.W.1 1 0 |} Batt, E.E. 220 
Williams, Prof.O. 1 1 0 | Simpson, Sir Hy. 2 2 0 
Shave. Professor 1 1 0 | Martin, J. B. 220 
Walpole, F.0. L. 1 1 0 | Duguid, Prof. 1 10 
Bower, W. 2 2 0O | Rayment, Samuel 1 1 0 
Olver, Harry 1 1 O | Hammond,J.,Sen.2 2 0 
Wright, Fitzwm. 1 1 0 | Over, Alfred 110 
Edwards, J.W. 2 2 0 | Barford, J.D. 1 1 0 
King, Henry 1 0 O | Hunting, W. 110 
Wilson, Wm. 1 1 | Penberthy, Prof. 1 1 0 
Hurrell, Messrs. Hartley, Charles 1 1 0 
C. and W. 1 1 O | Almond, Nicholson0 10 6 
McCall, Prof. 1 1 O | Legge, H.C. 220 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


RUPTURED BLADDER. 
By Leon N. Reerer, V.M.D. 


On the 21st of Februayy, 1893, I was called to 
attend an ox, the property of Wm. Dixon, at Rosby’s 
Rock, Marshall Co., West Virginia. I found a fine 
big animal weighing about 1900 and in apparently 
good condition, but very weak ; he had the dejected 
look of an animal suffering from some chronic trouble, 
but with no acute symptoms whatever. 

Upon inquiry I found that the beast had been 
suffering for twenty-two days, and that in tha 
period he had only urinated freely but once, and this 
time was after he had been suffering great pal? for 
two days, immediately after being taken wit 
sickness. He had eaten somewhat up to the time 
had been called, but now was standing in 4 2 
tottering manner, and apparently in a dying er A 
tion. My diagnosis was, that the animal was su” I 
ing from urinary trouble, but’ with such a 
was dumbfounded. On rectal examination : 
bladder I found it in a flabby condition, one 
no urine, and a rupture in its walls. During 
examination the presence of fluid in the ere 
cavity was really detected, and the presence "ss filled 
what accounted for his fine appearance, 4S ‘ditio . 
him out and made him look in very good 9 oni I 
While we were at our supper the animal died, sn 
immediately proposed a post-mortem beth 
After removing the skin and placing him 0? 
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Imade an opening near the edges of the lumbar | in the bovine disease the fungus was always clubbed, 
spinous processes, and by means of a two-gallon | since he had himself seen preparations in Prof. Crook- 
bucket I was enabled to measure the contents of this | Shank’s laboratory in which this was not so ; the organs 


cavity. It contained seventy-two gallons of a clear 


transparent liquid with the decided odor of urine 


were sent from New Zealand. 
Dr. R. E. Scholefield asked what relation Dr. Kanthack 
?, thought actinomycosis bore to the condition that had 


and this quantity would be somewhat increased had | peen found by Eppiuger, in which mycelium existed 
we the opportunity of collecting it in total. The | without clubs, and in which pure cultures of the third 
bladder was in its normal position, but its walls | generation produced lesions in rabbits in which mycelium 
were shrivelled up, and a rupture over two inches in | also occurred without clubs. 


length was found in the inferior surface. 


The lin- 


Dr. Kanthack had observed absence of clubs in bovine 


ing membrane was thickened and nodulated, and the actinomycosis, in preparations made from material 


edges of the wound were indurated. The rupture 
had been caused by a calculi lodging in the urethral 


canal, thus closing the passage of the urinary duct. 


received from New Zealand, possibly the same as that 
examined by Professor Crookshank. He did not profess 
to be able to relegate these fungi to their true botanical 
positions, but he regarded the fungus of mycetoma 


All other organs were in a healthy condition, only | (yellow) as of the same class as actinomycosis.—British 


somewhat anemic. 


The presence of this great | Medical Journal. 


amount of urine in this cavity for such a length of | ==-——-—— —-— ——S>———————— 


time, with no appearance of uremic poisoning nor 


peritonitis is very peculiar, and withont parallel in 
bovine medicine and surgery.—The Journal of Com- 
parative Medicine and Veterinary Archives. ; 


ACTINOMYCOSIS IN THE HUMAN SUBJECT. 


Dr. Kanthack and Dr. Howard Tooth reported the 
above case at a meeting of the Pathological Society of 
London, which was of the rarer form, known as the 
“pyemic.” Asa rule actinomycosis extended by direct 
continuity or by the Jymphatics ; its spread by the blood 
stream was unusual, As the organism was pleomorphic 
and assumed a coccus form, this mode of extension was 
not difficult to understand, for in this phase it was of 
small size. ‘he disease involved the liver and the base 
of the right lung. There were smaller secondary foci in 
the right lung, as well as in the left, but the mediastinum 
was free. ‘I'he main growth had involved, moreover, the 
right adrenal, and, beyond this, the kidney. There was 
au infarct-like focus in the spleen, and abscesses beneath 
the skin and in certain of the joints, the pus of all of 
which contained actinomyces. The author had used 
Gramn’s stain, the tissue being embedded in celloidin ; in 
such a case the decolorisation should be carried out not 
with alcohol, but aniline oil. In examining the pus, 

°,1twasa useful plan to receive this into absolute 
el, and imbed it subsequently in celloidin with the 
oe of making sections. Clubs were absent, though 

x were faintly indicated in the liver and lung. The 
author did not regard the clubs themselves as of any 
alin importance. In the yellow variety of mycet- 
~ ® had shown the presence of a fungus belonging to 
an as group as, though not identical with, actinomy- 

. The mycelium varied much in character in both 
- Professor Crookshank had stated that in bovine 


“oa the clubs were always present ; but this 


TUBERCULOSIS IN DOGS. 

Dr. Armaingaud, founder of the Anti-Tuberculosis 
League in France, states that consumption now carries 
off 5 per 1000 persons in France, or 170,000 a year. In 
England the mortality has fallen to 2 per 1000. At the 
Protestant Congress at Havre, held to study social ques- 
tions in a practical manner, Dr. Gibert said that drunk- 
ards were particularly subject to consumption. Now, 
the habitations of inebriates are dirty and ill-kept, and 
cleanliness is a great obstacle to the spread of contagious 
diseases. In la Cité Havraise, or mansions built for 
working class tenants, the mortality from consumption 
was very high, notwithstanding the hygienic principles 
according to which the architect worked. There were 5 
out of 12 deaths from consumption. This might be ex- 
plained from the tenants’ habit of spitting about. A 
woman’s dress that swept the sputa of a consumptive on 
the stairs picked up the germs, which she inhaled in 
brushing the garment. Dr. Gibert was for this reason 
against tenement houses for the poor. The shaking of 
clothes and bedding from the windows and balconies was 
another source of contagion. The subject of dogs as a 
means of propagating consumption was also gone into. 
A report of Professor Cadiot, of the veterinary school of 
Alfort, shows that they must often be a vehicle for 
spreading it. He had long treated dogs suffering from 
tuberculosis for cancer, but latterly the microscope 
showed him what their disease was. Between March 
14th und April 7th, 1893, eight dogs died at Alfort of 
tuberculosis. From October Ist, 1891, to August Ist, 
1893, he made 9000 post-mortem examinations, and had 
found tuberculosis to be the cause of death in 40 cases. 
The disease originated in the intestinal mucous mem- 
brane, because dogs ate bones picked by tuberculous 
patients, and licked up what they left on plates.‘ They 
also kept about them if attached to them, and in this 
way some get affected through the lungs. If the dog was 
oftea contaminated by the human patient, he in turn 
may spread the disease to other human beings. 


a ed Tooth observed that the scattered lesions 
m the § Were indistinguishable with the naked eye 
cp grey granulations of tuberculosis, and that the | 
_ those of yellow tubercle. 

deaton had reported a case of aspergillar mycosis 


of the lun 
g, the ab 
ti of clubs being here an important 


tr. Rubert Boyce did not consider the specimen of 


My cet 
as typical = variety), shown at the present meeting, 
Wa8 an appearance of degeneration in 


Was ma i the identity of mycetoma and actinomycosis 
Mr. § proved. 

Protessor a ere could say that at the present time 


ank did not hold to the statement that 


MISS COBBE AND BISHOP BARRY. 


Miss Cobbe hes, like Bishop Barry, preserved a long 
and judicious sileuce since the exposure of the methods 
of controversy adopted by herself and some of her chief 
supporters in 1892. She now comes forward again, not, 
however, to apologise, as she and Bishop Barry promised 
to do. Her object seems mainly to appeal for funds. 
Her first point is a “ lament,” for she bitterly complains 
against the “ kindly hand of death” in that of her leaders 
“the noblest and wisest have passed upwards from the 
field, while scarcely one of our opponents in England has 
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gone to his account.” The delicate phrase by which Miss | not fullow the disease appeared spontaneously in either, 


Cobbe’s supporters are made to pas; upwards while her | There is no such thing as an isolated farm. Every farm 


oppenents are dismissed to their account is noteworthy. 
But even here there is a little swppressio veri, for while 
it is indeed most true that many of the “noble and 
wise”’ leaders of antivivisectionism are rapidly disap- 
pearing, many have happily done so, without upward 
passage, by the process of withdrawing themselves from 
her company. Thus her President, the Earl of Strafford, 
resigned last year when Miss Cobbe and the Nine Circles 
falsities were publicly exposed ; Lord Justice Lopes had 
his name removed from her list, it having been placed 
thereon without his knowledge or consent; Mr. Mun- 
della had his name removed for a like reason ; the name 
of the Duke of Newcastle has also disappeared. It is 
difficult indeed to understand how any honest maa who 
looks iuto the facts can now willingly identify himself 
with a cause and with representatives clearly convinced 
of deceit. It should be noted also that after clamouring 
for years that scientific research must be rooted out he- 
cause, among other reasons, it is cowardly immorality 
for patients to profit in the treatment of their diseases 
by the light thus thrown on them, and after saying that 
any woman who should in any way countenance experi- 
mental investigations was a demon having “a tiger’s 
heart wrapped in a woman’s hide,’ Miss Cobbe now 
actually suggests that vivisectors may be .consulted in 
special cases. In other words, she counsels her followers 
to continue the practice of personally and secretly pro- 
fiting by the benefits of science while publicly vilifying 
and denouncing the source of that kuowledge which is 
the healing power on which they rely. Finally, it should 
be added that this last effusion of Miss Cobbe is being 
circulated, together with a burlesque letter signed 
“Ernest Bell, Chairman of Committee,” also appealing 
for funds—a letter which falsely details alleged abomia- 
able cruelties perpetrated in an “ English laboratory,’ 
and in respect to which “no anesthesia is referred to.”’ 
No one need any longer be surprised to learn that in this 
case Mr. E. Bell has once more constructed what he calls 
an “abominable cruelty ” vy taking a description of a dis- 
section of a dead dog (made to expose the vagus nerve), 
and serving it up as a blood-curdling instance of mang- 
ling the sentient animal, This is a disgraceiul repeti- 
tion of the old tactics. How long do Bishop Barry and 
the Bishop of Southwell intend to countenance and pro- 
propagation of falsehood ?—British Medical 
ournal, 


Cow-pox and Small-pox. 


Dr. Wm, Hardman (Blackpool) writes: Dr. Edwin 
Rickards may or may not be right in his adoption and 
expression of the very commonly held belief that “ cow- 
pox in the cow is inoculated small-pox,” but his position 
is in no way shaken by the facts advanced by Dr. Mc- 
Feely, in the British Medical Journal of December 9th 
1893, p. 1270. No one doubts that cow-pox is infectious 
or contagious frum cow to cow, and this communicability 
is strongly borne out by Dr. McFeely’s observations. 
Therefore why might it not have originated from a case 
of real humau small-pox at some anterior time? The 
fact that it appeared suddenly in Dr. McFeely’s district 
is not against it. Cattle are bought and sold and moved 
about a great deal, and dealers and others in contact 
with them also move about much. Some cow may have 
easily been introduced into the district with the seeds of 
the disease in it, or someone may have come in who had 
either had the disease or been in contact with it to such 
an extent as might be sufficient to cause the disease 
‘Then, because the cattle belonging to a farmhouse are a 


is conterminous with many other farms. It was summer 
when the epidemic noticed by Dr. McFeely occurred, 
the cattle would be turned out all day and night and 
would communicate freely with cattle on neighbouring 
farms. Horses and cows in one field constantly are seen 
to hold communion over the hedge or wall with cattle 
in an adjoining field. I have lately investigated an 
epidemic of strangles in this neighbourhood |in which the 
disease was obviously communicated in this way.—Brit, 
Med. Journal. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


CENTRAL V.MS. 


Tue Discussion oN Firina. 


Sir 

In your report of the adjourned meeting of the Cen- 
tral Veterinary Medical Society, replying to criticisms on 
his address, Professor Pritchard in represented as having 
said that I had remarked at the previous meeting “ that 
I did not believe there was any deposition beneath the 
skin asa consequence of firing,” also that 1 “ committed 
myself to the statement that sidebones seldom produced 
lameness.” Unfortunately I was prevented from attend- 
ing the second meeting, and now venture to ask you to 
be good enough to give me space to say that in my re 
marks which were reported in The Record I did not refer 
to either of these matters. Thanking you in anticipation, 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

JNO. PENBERTHY. 


Sir, 
In the discussion as reported in your paper on Prof. 
Pritchard’s notes on firing | noticed that Prof. Mac 
queen makes what seems to me a rather bold assertion 
when he says that it is not only possible, but a —_ 
of every day occurrence with hii to fire a horse — 
any restraint whatever. _ If this is so then without dou 
there is an amount of crugtty practised on horses under 
this operation as usually conducted, and the sooner an 
end is put to such practices the better for all con 
cerned, 
In an experience of over 30 years practice 1n W im 
large amount of firing has been carried on on all ¢ 
of horses, I can assert that in not half-a-dozen re 
where firing to any extent was necessary, got 
operation have been satisfactorily performed 
restraint, and that of a thorough character ; ee op 
be more than pleased if Prof. Macqueen will sho 
(and Iam snre many others of the 
be glad to see) how the operation can be be oroug™: 
performed under the-conditions as stated by 
the first time I have heard it suggested that su “— 
done, and the sooner a test is made the wer one 
Prof. Macqueen’s position many young practi th on 
be led to adopt such methods, and probably 5 on which 
both to themselves and the animals — therefore 
might be the reverse of satisfactory. I wo ho the pr 
suggest that Prof. Macqueen demonstra various 
fession generally on half-a-dozen horses 
parts and for varying diseases, so that we may save 00 
to adopt this improved method and hence 
suffering to the animals operated on. Its proved satis- 
Until this has been done and the resu ce geell will be 
factory I am afraid many other as well mai thfally, 
inclined to pursue our old ways.—Yours MROVS. 


long way from the cattle in another farmhouse it does 


A. Hastine Farrow, ™ 
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WARTS. 


Deak SiR, 
I should like to have the opinion of yovr numerous 
subscribers on a case that I have on hand, viz., an Irish 
mare, splendid hunter, suffering from numerous epithelial 
warts of different sizes ; she is covered with them about 
the shoulders and the seat of the collar, although she has 
never had any collar on, never done anything but 
riding in the form of hunting. The eyelids are also 
affected, and under the abdomen, ext anding to the udder. 
This subject is very scantily treated in all of our text 
books, considering their common occurence in the 
lower animals. I hope you will find space in your 
valuable paper to have this note published, and that I 
shall have opinions of different practitioners on the form 

of treatment.— Yours truly, 
CouNTRY PRACTITIONER. 


(Try five grain doses of arsenic daily, as advised recently 
by some continential authorities, and report result.—Ep.| 


RE INSPECTING FOR BOARD OF 
AGRICULTURE. 

Sir, 
It is not, I believe, generally known to the veterinary 
profession that whenever the Board of Agriculture re- 
quires the assistance of one of its members for “ swine 
fever purposes’? they do not undertake to employ the 
veterinary surgeon who may happen to be the veterinary 
inspector of the Local Authority of the district, and that 
anyone receiving instructions from the said Board is 
expected to attend to it, and not, out of courtesy to his 
brother veterinary inspector of the district, to send order 
on to him, which I for one innocently did, thinking that 
the message had been sent to me in mistake. I thereby 
incurred the censure of the Board, and have not since 


or three cases have occurred close to me in my district. 
I may here mention that I wrote to the Board the same 
night stating what I had done, and that the inspection 
would be duly carried: out by my brother inspector in 
Whose district the outbreak was. 
etiquette is apparently not appreciated by 
the Board in connection with these duties, as they find 
PP rapean< in carrying out their plans, and | think that 
z 1s was made widely known to the profession through 
® medium of your valuable journal, much friction 
would probably be avoided. 


Country INSPECTOR. 


RE VETERINARY COLONIAL PRACTICE. 
Deak Sir, 


me to 


in me Votorine add these few words to the correspondence 


kan ty colonial practice. 
mitch handica the man who holds a European diploma is 
fed and ve pped by having to compete with unquali- 
Practice men. For several years I was in 
NOW thar a Colonies and U.S.A., and I practically 

Veterinary — of the men there who dub themselves 
American citi geons are not intelligent individuals. The 
the Chinese “e finds that if he desires to com pete with 
tome down, to Te. ® matter of shoemaking etc., he must 
tiee and sleg hn Chinaman’s level ; i.e. he must live on 
the Colonial P ten or twelve in aroom. So it is with 
«Veterinary practitioner holding a European 


frequently carried on by the unqualified man. 

Only those who have lived amongst these self-dubbed 
veterinary surgeons in the Colonies cau have the slight- 
est idea as to their ignorance, conceit, and deceit.—Yours 
faithfully, 

INJUSTICE. 


COMPETITION ABROAD AND AT HOME. 

I have seen in your valuable paper complaints with 
regard to the treatment received by the members of the 
veterinary profession in “ Greater Britain” and the 
question asked if anything can be done to alleviate the 
condition in which they are placed. Doubtless it is a 
sorry one, as stated, and I am of opinion if anythiug can 
be done an effort ought to be made; but the question 
arises are there not positions as bad in “ Great 
Britain.” 

Does not Mr. Greaves, of Manchester, give us a most 
deplorable case, and I fear there are some nearly ap- 
proaching it, or will be eventually, if nothing is done 
to prevent it, for I am sure that quackery, running 
rampant throughout the land, and defying the veterinary 
laws and those,who made them, robs the profession of 
thousauds of pounds yearly. Theirs is all gain and no 
loss, their qualitication impudence ; their slight drawback 
is only not being able to appear in court and that advan- 
tage in my opinion is one not “ devoutly to be wished ”’— 
not much loss anyway. 


Nothing of importance has been done (that I can see) to 
alter this state of things only a few blacksmiths have been 
sat squash on—records worthy the archives of a great 
(so-called) profession, I don’t think much of it, and if 
the state of things is to be allowed to goon as they 
are now, if only young again I would “ throw physic to 


” . 
been asked to conduct another inspection, although two | ee ee 


Whatever may be said I am of opinion that a grand 
field is now being opened, I mean Afriva, for everything 
and everybody, and if protection can be gained the better 
for the profession, but if we cannot or will not do at 
home how are we to expect to do there. It puts the old 
fines into my head that I heard in youth “ What faults 
you see, etc. look at home there is plenty to be done.” 


And now who are ww be sufferers! Why the young 
men who expend hundreds of pounds to obtain a pro- 
fession not worth a tailor’s goose. 


I may state that [ live in a small market town with 
five or six quacks surrounding me—l wil: enumerate 
them :— 


No. 1 obtained his registration after about four or 
five years working as an assistant after his apprentice- 
ship. If he was duly qualified in taking his registra- 
tion upon those grounds then [ am under a very wrong 
impression with regard to the meaning of the Act. 


No. 2 declares himself a veterinary surgeon before 
magistrates. ‘The unsophisticated believe him to be a 
duly qualified man. Doing good business openly and 
defiantly. 


No. 3 practising the whole art openly and defiantly ; 
was formerly a shepherd [ have been informed. 


Nos. 4, 5 and 6 are of the same category. One of 
them a shepherd, one I have reported but no notice 
taken. In one case called in the R.S.P.C.A. and got him 
fined for cruelty in firing horses hocks ; one has died 
since, but did not hear of it till tuo late. 


Now the question arises can or will anythiug be done 


In the 
that the Present state of things. But [ maintain 
Value of a oniots should be educated to understand the 
veterinary diploma, and they ought to 


besides the “ blacksmith crushing.” Nothing will be 
done, I guess, with regard to the foregoing. 


be protected from the mal-treatment and mischief 
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And I'll warrant there are many surrounded the same 
as myself, and will be so till the end of the tether. 
Ought such 4 state of things to exist /—all the trouble 
ian expense in obtaining the diploma and then to be 
sat on by men of the above-named calibre—as for educa- 
tion it does not belong to their name—but after all am 
prepared to see more in the field after the kind and 
loving (may I say affection) that Professor Pritchard 
has shown to the oppressed working classes, etc., by giv- 
ing them a certificate for attendance to his classes in the 
country. It sounds very nice, but will it make them 
more satisfied with their position? I should say dis- 
satisfied, and likely to create feelings auything but 
pleasant between master and man—wages to wit, owing 
to his qualification—and of course it will be very 
pleasant to a duly qualified man to be dictated to by 
such fellows. But will it all rest here? Who can tell? 
All will of course not suffer, for many have been born 
with the proverbial silver spoon ete. 

To close my letter I will give you a copy of Prof. 
Pritchard’s certificate. 

“ This is to certify that A.B.C. has attended a course 
of lectures on veterinary surgery delivered by Prof. 
Pritchard at and has satisfactorily passed an 
examination on the subject of these lectures.— (Signed) 
William Pritchard, professor.’’ 

Now this person was examined on the foot, and being 
a policemen, of course, after receiving the above certifi- 
cate, knows all about it. 

This I consider another good step to assist the lame 
dog over the stile, and also to raise the condition and 
status of the much talked of M.R.C.V.S.!!—Hoping you 
may find space for the above, yours etc., 

Wuo Struck Bucktey. 


CommunicaTIons, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :— Messrs. 
J.B. Martin, B Freer, J. K. Calderwood, J. F. Simpson, 
H. D. Chorlton, G. B. Wolstenholme, R. J. Dawson, H. 
Edgar. A. L. Gibson, A. H. Farrow, J. Gregg, ‘* Country 
Inspector,” ‘‘ Country Practitioner,” ‘‘ Veritas,” ‘ Fourth 
Report of the State Live Stock Sanitary Board of Mary- 
land,” ‘* The Cambridge Chronicle.” 


Veterinary Societies —Addresses. 
Will Secretaries please notify alterations for this list., 


Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres; Capt. Jas. Mills, m.r.c.v.s. 
Vice-Pres: Messrs. N. D. Dhakmarwalla, Esq., G.n.v.c. 
V. E. Vakharia, Esq., §. G. Haji, Esq. 
S. N. Ranina, Esq., 
Sec: 8. K. Nariman, Esq., .p., B. sc., L,v.sc. 


Borper Countries V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. R. Rutherford, r.x.c.v.s., Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, ¥.n.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October. 


Caucutta V,M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.r.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


Cenrrat V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Prudames, m.n.c.v.s., Berkhamstead. 
Hon. Sec : Mr. F. C. Mahon, m.z.c.v.s., 
93 Huddlestone-rd. Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Mr. F. Low, m.r.c.vs., Norwich. 
on. Sec.: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., Southtown, Gt. 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. ———— 


By Assn. or [RELAND. 
es: Mr. T. D. Lambert; r.n.c.v.s. Store St i 
Hon. Sec Mr. J. McKenny, w.n.c.v,s., 


LancasHIRE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Gartside Mayor, Fr.n.c.v.s., Kirkham. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Harry D. Chorlten, m.n.c.v.s., 
97a Oxford Street, Manchester. 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in March, June, Sept., & Dee. 


V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. Smith, M.x.c.v,s., Huntingdon. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Robiuson, M.R.c.v.s., Market Deeping. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Miputanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T. H. Merrick, r.x.c.v.s., Northampton. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, M.R.c.v.8., 
High St., West Bromwich. 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, November, 
Second Tuesday in August. 


Natronat Vet. ASSOCIATION. 
Pres: Mr. E. Faulkner, m.n.c.v.s., Manchester 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, r.z.c.v.s., Birmingham 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.n.c.v.s., London. 
Treas. of Prov. Com: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, m.r.c.v.s., 
_ (Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington. 
Sec. of Prov. Com: Prof. Hobday, 
Royal Vet. Coll., Camden Town, N.W. 


NationaL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & 
DEFENCE Society. 
Pres: Mr. Peter Taylor, ¥r.x.c.v.s., Manchester 
Treas: Mr. Thomas Greaves, F.R.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.x.c.v.s., 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


Norty or Eneuanp V.M.A 
Pres: Mr. W. Hunter, m.nr.c.v.s, Newcastle. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, m.R.c.v.s., 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Royau Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. P. 8S. Walker, F.n.c.v.s., Oxford. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, m.nr.c.v.s., 
Sussex Villas, Cornwal! Gardens, South Kensington. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royat Scorrisn V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.x c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. ei 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, u.r.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Roya M.A. 
Pres: Prof. M’Fadyean. 
Hon Sec: Prof. Hobday. Assist. H.S. Mr. R. Over. 


Scorrish Merrorouiran V.M.S. 
Pres: Prof. W. O. Williams, gn.0.v.s., New Vet. Coll., Edin. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.n.cv.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro’ 


Sourn Durmam anp Nortx Yorxsuire V.M.A. 

Pres.: Mr. J. G. Deans, m.R.c.v.s., Bishop Auckland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, ¥.8.0.v.8., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SourHERN Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. F. Simpson, F.R.c.v.s, Maidenhead. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, M.x.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Waxes anp Monmovrusume V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. D. M. Storrar, m.n.c.v.s., Abergavenny. 
Hon Sec. Mr. A. C. Stewart, m.n.c.v.s., Cardiff. 
Meetings, First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Thomas Olver, aaedgge: Truro. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. H Bloye, M.R.C.V.S., 
Ebrington Street, Plymouth. 


Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 
V.M.A. 
WEstT oF ScoTLAND Busby, Glasgow 


Pres: Mr. D. Allan, m.n.c.v.s., Clarkston-b 
Hon. Sec : Mr. W. Anderson, F.B.C.v.8., 
397 Parliamentary Road, 
Yorxsume V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. A. W. Mason. F.RB.C.vV.S., 
Grafton House, Grafton Street, Leeds. 
Hon. Sec; Mr.W. F. Greenhalgh, M.B.C.V-5- Leeds. 


treet, 
110 North 8 October. 


116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, J aly, 
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